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found to be invalid, for any reason in law, or forged, then such signature shall not
be counted.

All such nomination papers shall be filed in the office of the secretary of state,
not later than two (2) days after the certification of said nomination papers.

When nomination papers have been duly filed, they shall be conclusively pre-
sumed to be valid, unless written objections thereto are made as to the eligibility
of the candidate or the sufficiency of the nomination papers or the signatures
thereon. All such objections shall be filed in the office of the local board by four
(4) o'clock on the next business day after the last day fixed for filing such nomi-

nation papers.

A person nominated as a candidate may withdraw his name from such nomina-
tion prior to the election for constitutional delegates by a request signed and duly
acknowledged by him setting forth the reason for the withdrawal, that the same
is the candidate’s own free act and deed, and that the same is not executed as the
result of any threat or promise made to the said candidate. Such certificate of
withdrawal shall be filed in the local board not later than five (5) weeks before
the date said election for convention delegates is to be held.

The provisions of chapter 17-20 of the general laws, “Mail ballots,” shall be
given application to the election of delegates to the constitutional convention pro-
vided for herein.

The combination of voling districts as provided for in section 17-11-1.1 is pro-
hibited for the election of delegates to the constitutional convention.

Names shall be arranged on the ballot for election as delegate to the constitu-
tional convention by lot to be drawn by the secretary of state. The name first
drawn by lot shall be placed first upon the ballot for the district from which said
candidate is a voter, the name drawn second for said district shall appear second
and so on until all the names of all the candidates have been drawn and placed in
order by lot upon the ballot for the district from which said candidate is a voter.

Names shall be placed upon the ballot in horizontal order.

In those cities and towns having regularly scheduled elections on the same day
as the election for constitutional delegates the names of candidates for the consti-
tutional convention shall appear on the top of the ballot and above those matters
for which the local election is being held.

If a delegate shall die or become otherwise incapacitated and unable to serve as
a delegate to the convention, then the candidate for delegate to the convention
from the same district receiving the next greatest number of votes shall serve in
his stead.

In the event a delegate has been elected unopposed and shall die or otherwise
become incapacitated and unable to serve as a delegate, then the members of the
convention shall elect a delegate from his district to serve in his stead.

SECTION 5. Conduct of the convention. — The delegates of the convention
sha}] be called to order by the governor who shall act as chairman pro tempore
until the convention shall have elected a permanent presiding officer. The secre-

tary of state shall serve as secretary pro tempore until the convention shall have
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elected a permanent secretary. Upon the call of the roll and the determination of
a quorum, the convention shall proceed to organize by choosing a presiding officer,
secretary and such other officers and committees as they shall see fit, and by
establishing rules of procedure. A majority of the elected qualified delegates shall
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business and may adjourn the conven-
tion from time to time. The delegates may consider any question dealing with
revision or amendment of the constitution. They may appoint and engage such
aides, consultants, secretaries and other assistants as they shall determine neces-
sary. The convention shall be a “public body” as that term is used in chapter 38-2
of the general laws, as amended (Access to Public Records) and shall be subject to
all of the provisions of said chapter. The convention shall also be a “public body”
as that term is defined in chapter 42-46 of the general laws (Open Meetings) and
shall be subject to all of the provisions of said chapter.

All candidates seeking office as a delegate to the convention, and all persons,
groups or organizations promoting or opposing candidates, issues and the ultimate
questions submitted to the voters for ratification, shall be subject to the provi-
sions of chapter 17-25 of the general laws as amended. (Rhode Island Campaign
Contributions and Expenditures)

The vote of each delegate on issues before the convention shall be recorded and
entered into its journals. The actions of the convention shall be certified by the
presiding officer and the secretary; and the journals and papers of the convention
shall be deposited in the office of the secretary of state who shall cause to be
advertised copies of the proposed amendment or amendments in all daily newspa-
pers published in Rhode Island having general circulation in a specific county or
in the state of Rhode Island, at least once prior to the special election described in
section 7 of this act. Delegates shall receive no compensation for attendance upon
said convention.

SECTION 6. Request of the supreme court — Advisory opinions. — The con-
vention by a majority vote of the delegates may request advisory opinions from
the supreme court of the state of Rhode Island.

SECTION 7. Subpoena power. — Any twenty-five (25) delegates of the conven-
tion shall have full power and authority to compel the attendance of absent mem-
bers and to call upon any sheriffs or deputy sheriffs to execute the orders thereof.
For these purposes the authority of such sheriffs or deputy sheriffs shall extend

throughout the state.

SECTION 8. Adoption of amendments by the people of the state. — Any
amendment or amendments to the constitution proposed and approved by the con-
vention in accordance with this act shall be submitted to the people for their rati-
fication and adoption at the general election to be held in November, 1986.

The proposition or propositions of amendment submitted to the electors at such
election shall be submitted in conformity with chapter 17-5, entitled “Statewide
Referenda Elections,” as amended.

Such election shall present to the people the amendment or amendments
approved by said convention as one (1) single proposition or as separate proposi-
tions, the single proposition or each of the separate propositions shall be preceded
by the words “Shall the action of the constitutional convention in amending the
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constitution in the following manner be ratified and approved?”’ If a majority of
the electors voting thereon shall approve the single proposition, or in each case in
which a majority of the electors voting thereon approve one of the separate propo-
sitions, all such propositions so approved shall be and become a part of the consti-
tution of the state of Rhode Island and shall go into effect at such time and in
such manner as the constitution has determined.

SECTION 9. Appropriations. — For the purpose of this act, the sum of fifty
thousand dollars ($50,000) shall be and the same is hereby appropriated out of any
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, and the state controller is
hereby authorized and director to draw his orders upon the general treasurer for
the payment of said sum, or so much thereof, as may be required from time to
time upon receipt by him of properly authenticated vouchers.

SECTION 10. Severability. — If the provisions of this act, or any subdivision
thereof, or the application therefor to any person or circumstances is held invalid,
such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of this act which
can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end
the provisions of this act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 11. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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AN ACT PROVIDING FOR MAJOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS TO TEE
PAWTUCKET WATER SYSTEM AND AUTHORIZING THE FINANCING
THEREOF, INCLUDING THE ISSUE OF NOT MORE THAN $250,000
BONDS THEREFOR

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:

SECTION 1. The city of Pawtucket is hereby authorized, in addition to author-
ity previously granted, to issue bonds to an amount not exceeding $250,000 from
time to time under its corporate name and seal or a facsimile of such seal. The
first installment of principal shall be paid not later than one year and the last
installment to be paid not later than twenty years after the date of the bonds.

SECTION 2. The bonds shall be signed by the city treasurer and by the man-
ual or facsimile signature of the mayor and shall be issued and sold at not less
than par and accrued interest in such amounts as the city council may determine.
The manner of sale, denominations, maturities, interest rates and other terms,
conditions, and details of any bonds or notes issued under this act may be fixed by
the proceedings of the city council authorizing the issue or by separate resolution
of the city council, or to the extent provisions for these matters are not so made,
they may be fixed by the officers authorized to sign the bonds or notes. Interest



