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How do we use district map evaluations to advocate for change?
What kinds of evaluation or analysis can we do?

What tools are out there to help us? Do we need specialized help?
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Choose a platform, learn how they can help to evaluate maps, ask
guestions.

Learn to map or analyze your community on a free app:
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Drawing_j .. Drawing
Community Co?ht.'on District/Unity Evaluating
Maps building Maps District Maps
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- How can you use
map evaluations
In advocacy
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Evaluate District Maps for how they impact

your Communities

Help the Media report our stories: Do the

maps help / hurt communities of color?

Remember: Compelling community
stories shift narrative from politicians

and parties to everyday people.

Use the Evaluations to build a case for
changes to proposed District Maps to

Lawmakers or commissioners

Build a case for courts to consider
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STEP 1: Collect the data and the lines
Ask the mapmakers for the DATA:

Precinct shapes

Election data

Ask them for the “SHAPE FILES™
Shape files of precincts

Shape files of the proposed District Maps

This may be part of an ADVOCACY CAMPAIGN
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STEP 2: Find people who can help with the
evaluation and analysis

Consider help from local colleges or universities
Political Science, GIS, Urban Planning, Ethnic Studies

Other ideas: Environmental Sciences, Economics, Public Affairs
Professors, grad students

Additional people to think about...

People who work for local governmentplanning departments
People who are math-forward

People who are good at translating numbers into key points, storytglélg%mon Cavee



District Map Evaluation

STEP 3: Here are some of the criteria used to
evaluate district maps

» Do thedistrictshave equal numbers of people?

» Istherea [l i0LIE AHiproblem?

» Are [Hdylid LG G irespected? Do the districtlines make it hard for Communities
to getrepresentation/resources/responseonrealissues?

» Are districts gerrymandered to help an incumbent?
» To hurta communitythatmight supporta challenger?
» Are the districts drawn as an unfair partisan gerrymanders?
» Are Citiesand Counties Split?
» Arethedistricts Compact?

‘/A' Common Cause
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STEP 3: Decide what criteria you want to evaluate
Equal population — Each district should have (nearly) the same
number of people as other districts.

Look at the total population of each district.
» Arethey equal or close to equal?

» Congressionalmaps need to be nearly exact equal population.

» State legislative and local district maps can be less exact.

< Common Cause
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STEP 3: Decide what criteria you want to evaluate

Community Map Evaluation

Look at the community maps you have drawn (and others have drawn) with an
overlay of the proposed District Maps.

» Are there community splits?
» Are communities put into districts that dilute their voice?

» What changes to the lines would you advocate for to increase a
community’s voice?

‘f‘( Common Cause



Map Evaluation — Chicago, lllinois
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District Map Evaluation

STEP 4: Use the Map Evaluations to
Advocate for Change

» Highlightthe placeswhere the currentorproposedlinesdo harm

» Connectyouradvocacyto Communities, Concerns and Counts
» Ifyouhave alternative maps, be specific about howthey are different

» Ifyoudon'thave alternative maps, be specific aboutwhatneedsto change. Remember
to referto streets and places-thingsthatcan be found on a map.

» Use all thetoolsin the toolbox
» Demandtransparency—Make data and maps available for public scrutiny
» Talkto media (tell compelling stories ofimpact, hold up maps)

» Demand hearingsforpublic inputto proposed maps. Mobilize people to testify
X Common Cause
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%0" How do we evaluate District Maps?

» Kate Donovan

» Allison Riggs

‘4‘\' Common Cause
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Training:
Working with lawyers and

community memlbers to secure
fair redistricting plans



Helping Community Groups NOW

e Obtain shapefiles for existing district lines
o Provide communities with data on their existing districts (all levels)
o Learn from community expertise
" Find out who is elected from current districts
" Find out who has NOT been elected from current districts
= What is working and not working about the current districts
o What are the rules of redistricting in a community that I’'m working with?
e Look at population changes
o Where are the areas at risk for loss and where are opportunities for gain?



Assessing Maps

Identifying packing and cracking of communities of color and politicallyaligned voters
o Look for Split precincts/VTDs
o Look for irregularly shaped/non-compactdistricts — but not alwaysa beauty contest!
o Look for demographic percentages that are far above what s required to elect a
representative of choice
o Representation does not reflect demographics of the jurisdiction
Population deviations pushing the limits
o Overpopulating minority districts or districts with politically aligned voters to dilute voting
power
VRA compliance - race-blind redistricting is NOT the answer
o Hasracially polarized voting gotten worse?
o E.g., how to Black-supported candidatesfair in majority white precincts
Pairing incumbents of the same race or party as a political/discriminatory tool

o When the maps don’t match the populationtrends

o Other criteria—how to eyeball compliance?



Example of Assessing Maps - Last Cycle

Wake County School Board

Current Districts
3
Kevin
- .‘ ) L Hin
7 L
6 1 .
g ) g
9 4
2 *Bill Fletcher
a0 5
;&Jlm *yin
2 Tedesco

Wake County School Board
S325 Numbered Districts

Deborah
ot 2 1
{ i
5 .
X Eaase o Benten
. Kushrer Sutton
8l Fletcher 4
susan P,
Evans
*or Jim 3
Martin *lomn
Tedesco

Wake County School Board
S325 Lettered Districts

Kevin
b L il
Deborah
Prickett
*Tom
¥ Benten
Kushner Sutton
8l Fletcher
* Susan
Evans
Or. Jim *
Martin *Jonn
Tedesco




Center for
Popular

Democracy  Common

APIAVote e

State Fai

Vnir.fl CHARGE Gnl:lrll Q & A
S et

American
9 Voters
Py .
NAACP . Familia
Vota

Erin Casey,
Sarah Andre,
Kathay Feng,

Allison Riggs

Kate Donovan -‘

Kyle Barnes

Michaela Daniel

Ruth Greenwood,

Alec Ramsay,

Chanel Richardson,


mailto:allison@scsj.org
mailto:allison@scsj.org
mailto:ktbarnes@princeton.edu
mailto:msdaniel@princeton.edu
mailto:rgreenwood@law.harvard.edu
mailto:alec@davesredistricting.org
mailto:chanel@mggg.org
mailto:Erin@ekcstrategies.com
mailto:sandre@commoncause.org
mailto:kfeng@commoncause.org

= = FEvaluating District Maps: Breakout sessions

Women

A o
i Voters
inians wo
Familia
Vota

Choose a breakout room to try one of the free platforms:

CICEVCO TR T B B BV LR T AT — DRA 2020 is a free web app to create,
1 view, analyze and share redistricting maps for all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Join
this breakout room if you are interested in learning more about how to analyze maps

for proportionality, competitiveness, compactness, and splitting.

2 S{CEVEVNE T E7a B HG 01— DistrictR is a free, public web tool for districting and

community identification. Join this breakout room if you are interestedin learning more
about how to create and analyze district plans using Voting Age Population (VAP), election
results, and/or race & ethnicity demographic data.

Break-Out Room #3: Representable.org— Representable is a platform for creating,
aggregating, and analyzing Community of Interest maps. Join this breakout room if you are
interested in learning more about how to interpret or create district plans as they relate to
community representation.

4 _ PlanScore is a platform that scores and publishes district

plans for all 50 states on an easy-to-use website. Join this breakout room if you are
interested in learning more about how to analyze and interpret proposed and historical district
maps.
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How to choose a breakoutroom on Zoom:

® ®  Breakout Rooms - In Progress
© Unassigned ° 1. Click on break-
~ Room 1 1 out room button
Alvin Valverde (not joined) 2. HOVGF on .

number on right-

v Room 2 Join hand side; join

- Room 3 ) room of your
choice.

v~ Room 4 0



https://knightfoundation.org/articles/institute-of-hip-hop-entrepreneurship-philly/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

